
Maths 

We are now beginning to learn about how to “make 9”.  Your child is very familiar with 

this as we have worked on it for making 6, 7 and 8 previously this year. I would 

recommend gathering 9 of any item (cubes, crayons, counters etc – whatever is handy) 

as we will be using this set of 9 to help your child move from adding with these 

concrete objects to adding in the abstract. 

 

I have added voiceover instructions onto the Seesaw activities for “making 9” on both 

page 81 and page 82. These activities both work on adding to make a group of 9, and 

also revise writing number 9. (Please remind them of how we sit when we are writing – 

back up straight, feet flat on the floor {or dangling straight if they can’t reach}, tummy 

touching the table, and holding our nice chunky pencils carefully between our thumb and 

pointer finger). Plenty of practice of adding to 9 can be done orally before the answers 

are written in, and even after the answers are written in, you could turn this into a 

game of seeing how quickly they can make 9 all the different ways using their cubes. 

You could also get them to close their eyes and see can they remember how to fill in 

the gap - “5 and ? makes 9, 3 and ? makes 9” etc. They can begin by holding the cubes in 

their hand while they try figure this out, while gradually moving away from the cubes if 

they are more comfortable. If you are looking for further activities, you could remove 1 

cube and see can they remember all the ways to make 8 as we have previously learned, 

and then remove one more to do the same activity making 7 etc.  

 

I have added a link to a video called “Let’s make 9” on Seesaw which might be helpful 

for your child also. 

 

Your child can also complete the loose Maths sheet (page 57) from the Homework 

folder pack. This works on adding again, but as far as 8 as revision.  Their cubes might 

be useful here to assist them. 

 

As further revision of writing number 9 this week, your child can complete page 26 in 

the Small Planet Maths book. 

 

* To access Folens Online account, go to www.folensonline.ie . Firstly, you can sign in 

using the following details: msbambrick2020@gmail.com and the password is 

seniorinfants (all lower case and one word). Feel free to explore this Folens.ie account 

as there is a range of other games/activities that would help your child revise other 

topics we’ve covered this year such as number, addition, shape, counting on etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.folensonline.ie/
mailto:msbambrick2019@gmail.com


Literacy 

Reading: 

 We will be using https://readingeggs.co.uk/ for our reading material for this week. 

This website is giving a 30-day free trial during school closures. When you log on, you 

can choose to create your own free account as a parent. When you are logged in, you 

can press the green “start” button and if you so wish you can have your child complete 

the “reading placement” test which will assess a suitable level of book for them to 

begin with and a personal programme for your child will then be created. Feel free to 

explore this website this week and allow your child read a variety of books which appeal 

to them. It may take some time for us (me included!) to become familiar with this 

website. There is an option to link school accounts etc but I do not want this additional 

pressure on parents to be submitting books or feeling under undue pressure etc –the 

objective is for your child to read, and enjoy doing so, and keeping up with Seesaw and 

uploading items there is enough of an ask for you all now. However, I will again post a 

“Reading for Teacher” activity on Seesaw which is optional, and they are more than 

welcome to send me a voice clip of them reading their book/s from reading eggs and I 

will listen and respond to encourage them if you so wish.  

 

The “Fast Phonics” section of this website has fantastic games and activities that your 

child might enjoy also. If you still have queries about this website after exploring, 

please do contact me, but I think you will find it a very interactive and useful resource 

that we can engage with at this time. 

 

Tricky words: 

We will work on come and some this week on page 8 of our homework pack. We will also 

revise a variety of blue and yellow tricky words. 

It would be very beneficial for your child to continue revising the blue words, and to 

keep looking over the yellow ones, as these are our current focus. There are so many 

games that you can play to reinforce tricky word recognition, and I have added a PDF 

of both blue and yellow tricky word activities on to Seesaw that you could either print 

off if you have that facility, or recreate the ideas yourself on plain paper if not. I also 

have the same activities for the next level, red words, so if you feel your child can 

comfortably recognise and read all 24 blue and yellow words, please let me know and I 

will send you the red word pack on Seesaw. 

Also, “Epic Phonics” on YouTube has great Tricky Word videos which can help them 

revise. The sequence/groups are not exactly in tandem with ours but still very relevant.  

 

Handwriting: 

This week we will be working on our formation of capital C and capital O. I have added 

voiceover instructions for each on the Seesaw activity which your child can listen to. I 

would recommend they complete some finger “warm up” activities before they begin – 

https://readingeggs.co.uk/


they have plenty that we do in school such as clenching and unclenching our fists, 

playing piano on one palm using the fingers of our other hand and then swapping over 

hands, tracing letters on the table with their finger, pretending they have playdough 

(or actually having playdough) and squeezing it, stretching it, and rolling it into a ball. I 

would also encourage them to sit with tummy touching the table, back against the chair, 

feet flat on the floor and with correct pencil grip. (Google “pincher grip for writing” if 

you would like to see this). The work is on pages 24 and 25 in the Big Ready, Steady, 

Write book and then the revision for towards the end of the week is on page 12 in the 

small grey book. (We will not be working on U and P this week as per original homework 

sheet – that will be in the following week’s work.) 

 

Gaeilge: 

Ceacht 3 – focusses on the garden and items you might find in a garden. During the 

conversation, they can listen and pause to repeat what has been said throughout (again 

they will know how to do this). There is also a song “Cad atá sa ghairdín?” (What is in 

the Garden?) and a listening game (click the game controller icon).  

 

Ceacht 4– This lesson focusses on where different animals are in the garden. This time 

there is a poem “Suas, Síos” (Up, Down) and interactive games.  

 

You also will have access to the themes that we have covered to date this year so feel 

free to revisit any of these. The children particularly enjoy the songs and interactive 

games on Bua na Cainte and find them very engaging. 

 

Aistear (integrating Art/ Drama/ Geography/ History/ Science) 

“People Who Help Us” is our Aistear theme for January. This covers all emergency 

services workers and local people in our community who provide goods/services we rely 

on.  

 

I have uploaded and put voiceovers on to “Charlie The Firefighter” story on Seesaw so 

I hope that it runs smoothly and that the children enjoy listening along as they follow 

the story.  

 

I have also added an activity that looks at what your child might like to be when they 

grow up (instructions are on Seesaw) 

 

Below I have included some ideas of activities that we would have been 

carrying out in class (in normal times) as stations as part of this topic. You 

might find some are adaptable to your circumstances. Treat this as a pick 

and mix, there are no expectations for you to complete all of these. If 

your child does partake and wishes to show me some of their work, I have 



an activity called “People Who Help Us Activities” on Seesaw where you can 

upload a photograph if you so wish.  

 

 Junk Art - making creations from recycled materials based on this theme. Could 

your child make the fire station, with a fire engine and hose? Or the firefighter 

uniform? 

 

 Construction – On a blank page, draw your design of the fire station. Using 

whatever bricks, or blocks you might have at home, can you build your design? 

 

 Playdough – using playdough to create some of the equipment that a firefighter 

like in our story might use. 

 

 Drama/ Role play – Acting out a busy day in the fire station with different 

characters. Ask parents, brothers and sisters and even cuddly toys to join in. 

 

 Charlie The Firefighter colouring pages to work on Fine Motor Skills 

 

 Home Learning Ideas activity on Seesaw – challenges for your child to complete 

around the house. 

 

 


